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26th LCA Discussion Forum

Life Cycle Approaches for Green Investment

June 7, 2005

Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, Switzerland

CO016

Contact: lcaforum@epfl.ch 

Information on the LCA Discussion Forums: http://texma.org/lcaforum/
We are pleased to invite you to the 26th Discussion Forum on Life Cycle Assessment.

The inclusion of environmental issues into business and finance is rapidly growing. Current practice is evolving from the evaluation of companies and investments with qualitative indicators (e.g. checking the implementation of environmental management systems) towards more integrated frameworks, which include also quantitative assessments of environmental damages or improvements. Such environmental assessments rely on a large range of environmental indicators e.g., CO2 emissions, energy or water consumption. Scientific knowledge is required to make the appropriate choices with respect to identification of key sectoral issues, insuring indicators’ quality, developing relevant benchmarking scheme or assessing the environmental performance of green funds. 

Life cycle thinking has the potential to provide the basis for better criteria and tools to assess companies and measure their life cycle environmental performance. It is a powerful, inclusive and quantitative approach going further the traditional production-centred view and considering direct and indirect impacts, including supply chain as well as products use and disposal. Life-cycle analysis already gave proof of its usefulness to evaluate, for example, environmental aspects of sustainable production and consumption.

The 26th LCA discussion forum aims first at exploring the environmental side of SRI (Socially Responsible Investment). How do the various actors, investors and environmental analysts, choose the companies for investment? What are their main criteria, objectives and corresponding investment & risk management philosophies? Both qualitative and quantitative methods as well as the link between environmental and economic performances will be discussed. The second aim is to determine and illustrate how life cycle approaches can be practically used in the area of SRI, i.e., to identify key environmental issues within each sector, to ease the analysis of companies and to propose alternative benchmarks for environmental performance measures.

In particular the 26th LCA Forum will look at:

· Is green investment really leverage for a more sustainable development?

· What are the current qualitative and quantitative approaches?

· What is the link between economic and environmental performance?

How can life-cycle thinking provide the basis for:

· Assessing the environmental performance of green and traditional funds?

· Assessing the quality of published data?

· Reducing the number of monitored indicators by concentrating on key issues?

· Helping companies to understand their environmental impacts?

Proposals for additional short presentations (10 min) are welcome.

We are persuaded that this forum will be of interest to all interested in Socially Responsible Investment and we are looking forward to welcoming you in Lausanne.

Best regards.

Prof. Olivier Jolliet, Damien Friot, Yves Loerincik, for the Industrial Ecology – Life Cycle Systems group, EPFL & Thomas Köllner from NSSI-ETHZ

Life Cycle Approaches for Green Investment

7th of June 2005, Swiss Institute of Technology, Lausanne, Room CO016

Contact: lcaforum@epfl.ch
FINAL PROGRAM

	09h00
	Registration, coffee

	09h30


	Welcome and motivation
Olivier Jolliet, Life Cycle System Group, Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne

	    BASICS OF INVESTMENT & INVESTORS STRATEGY

	09h45


	Investment basics: How does green investment help promoting sustainable development. 
Urs Von Arx, Institute of Economic Research, Swiss Fed. Institute of Techno., Zurich

	10h15


	Engagement and SRI* strategy for long term investors

Caroline Schum & Verena Butt, Fondation Ethos

	10h45
	Break, coffee

	    COMPANY EVALUATION

	11h00


	Eco-efficiency & environmental costs for company valuation

François Perrin, Lombard Odier Darier Hentsch

	11h30


	Life cycle approaches in SRI*: environmental reports evaluation, identification of key environmental issues and potential for benchmarking

Damien Friot, Life Cycle System Group, Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne

	12h00
	Environmental analysis of companies: a new approach

Yvan Maillard, Centre-Info

	12h15
	Best in services approach
Roby Tschopp, Nest Sammelstiftung

	12h30
	Lunch (not included)

	    FUND EVALUATION

	14h00


	Integration of sustainable indicators into asset management

Christoph Butz, Pictet Quants

	14h30



	IO-Life Cycle Assessments for SRI* funds: comparative assessment of environmental impacts of portfolios of 60 investment funds

Thomas Köllner, NSSI, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich

	15h00
	IO-LCA for sustainable funds of funds

Corine Moser, Care Group

	15h15
	Break, coffee

	    CAPITAL RISK

	15h30
	FIDD: A green and socially responsible venture capital fund

Andrée-Lise Méthot, Fond d’Investissement en Développement Durable, Canada

	15h45
	New Value AG: Ethical and Environmental Investing in a Private Equity Company

Søren Bjønness, EPS Value Plus

	16h00
	Discussion

	16h45
	Announcements

	16h50
	Farewell


* SRI: Socially Responsible Investment

26th LCA Discussion Forum:

"Life Cycle Approaches for Green Investment"

June 7th, 2005 

Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, Suisse, Room CO016

Application Form 

Please note that you have the possibility to subscribe for the two last forums of this year (DF 26 and 27).

DF 27: LCA in industry: Challenges and Approaches to make it more practical (November 17th, 2005, ETH Zurich)

Yes I will participate in the Forum “DF26” at EPF Lausanne, June 7th, 2005.

... I have already subscribed for the three forums of 2005

... I subscribe for the two last forums of 2005 (300 CHF, 100 CHF for PhD stud. and students)
... I subscribe only for this single session (250 CHF, 60 CHF for PhD students and students)

... I subscribe as a member of a sponsoring institute


(Payment invoice will be sent once your application form has been received)

.... I would like to submit an abstract for a short presentation (10 minutes) (Please submit the abstract (max 200 words) with your name and affiliation, starting with presenting the author) 

.... No, I won’t be able to participate, but I would like to be invited to subsequent forums.

.... Please don’t send me further invitations.

	Family name:
	First name:

	Affiliation:

	Address:

	Zip code:
	City:

	Country:
	

	Telephone:
	E-mail:


	Please send the registration form to:
	LCA Discussion Forum
EPFL ENAC ISTE GECOS
GR A1 454 (Bâtiment GR)
Station 2
CH-1015 Lausanne
Tel.
+41 21 693 57 46
Fax
+41 21 693 57 60
Email: lcaforum@epfl.ch
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